
The holiday season is a time for families to come 
together and celebrate, bond, and create lifelong 
memories.  For some, the financial burden of 
providing holiday meals, gifts, and essential items 
such as warm blankets, jackets, and shoes can be 
overwhelming. The Henrietta Weill Memorial 
Child Guidance Clinic has partnered with 
generous businesses, community organizations, 
and individuals from throughout Kern County to 
support families throughout the holiday season.

Thanksgiving Baskets
The Holiday Families Program begins each year 
with a Thanksgiving baskets event.  This year, 
through a partnership with the Rosedale Highway  
Wal-Mart and the support of two dozen caring 
businesses, organizations, and individuals from 
throughout Kern County, the Child Guidance 
Clinic provided food baskets to 40 Kern County 
families in need of assistance. 

Holiday Gifts
The Holiday Families Program concludes each 
year with the Holiday Gifts event.  In 2012, 34% 
of Kern County Children were reported to be 
living in poverty, a far greater percentage than 
the state average of 23.8%.  Families faced with 
financial stress during the holiday season often 
deal with additional mental health  issues, such 
as anxiety, depression, and detachment. These 
feelings may impede progress made in treatment.  
This year, 57 families were able to continue 

treatment and develop the tools and skills for 
wellness without the stress of providing during 
the holidays. 

Families identified by Clinic staff received items 
such as blankets, jackets, clothing, groceries, 
family board games, books, toys, and movies. 
“Sometimes the smallest amount of help can allow 
a family to remain focused on their treatment and 
allow parents to focus on celebrating, bonding, 
and creating traditions with their families” stated 
Joshua Sullivan, coordinator of the Holiday 
Families Program.

Our Thanks
The Holiday Families Program benefited from 
the extraordinary support of  Guild House, 
Kern Schools Federal Credit Union, State Farm, 
and many caring Kern County families and 
individuals. In all, over 200 families–consisting 
of 456 individuals–were served by the Holiday 
Families Program.  The Child Guidance Clinic 
thanks all those who supported the children and 
families of Kern County this holiday season.  
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The Henrietta Weill Memorial Child Guidance Clinic provides mental health and substance abuse services and the resources necessary to promote 
wellness and recovery for Kern County children, adults and families.

“SOMETIMES THE SMALLEST 
AMOUNT OF HELP CAN ALLOW A 
FAMILY TO REMAIN FOCUSED ON 
THEIR TREATMENT...”
-JOSHUA SULLIVAN



DELANO SHOE DRIVE
A SPECIAL EVENT FOR THE DELANO COMMUNITY
Since 2011, the Child Guidance Clinic has organized an annual 
shoe drive to benefit the community of Delano.  Many families 
in Delano struggle to provide essential items. During the holiday 
season, that struggle can be compounded. According to kidsdata.
org, 45% of the 16,000 children in the community live in  
households with incomes that fall below the poverty line. The 
Delano Shoe Drive eases some of the financial burden for families 
by providing shoes and backpacks for children in the community. 

The children arrived  to the Payless Shoe Source on Main Street 
in Delano in buses provided by Delano Unified School District.   
As they exited, each child was greeted by Clinic staff, Starbucks 
team members, and of course Santa Claus. Volunteers from 
Starbucks and Payless sized children for new shoes and acted as 
their personal shopper, helping find the perfect pair.  This year, the 
children received much more than just shoes, “We partnered with 
Starbucks so they’re all getting a free cup of hot cocoa, they get to 
visit with Santa, and they get a free backpack,” stated Hortencia 
Venegas, an intervention specialist for the Delano Child Guidance 
Clinic and coordinator for the event.  

“THE KIDS SEEM TO LOVE IT.”
-HORTENCIA VENEGAS,  
INTERVENTION SPECIALIST

However, the event is about more than just meeting a need, it 
is about a community coming together to provide children with 
a special day.  The Delano Shoe Drive provided new shoes and 
backpacks to 119 children. When asked if the event was a success, 
Venegas answered, “The kids seem to love it.”  

CLINIC CALENDAR

THE SPIRIT OF VOLUNTEERISM
In January, the Board of Directors of the Henrietta Weill Memorial 
Child Guidance Clinic recognized Gail Schulz for six years of 
volunteer service with the Tutor Time After School Education 
Program.  Since the inception of the Tutor Time Program in 2008, 
Ms. Schulz provided students in North Bakersfield with tutoring 
and homework assistance, establishing herself as a fixture in both 
the program and the community. Ms. Schulz is also a longtime 
member of Guild House and a generous supporter of the Clinic.  
Her many contributions to the Clinic and her dedication to the 
children and families of Kern County truly exemplify the spirit of 
volunteerism.

GROUPS & SERVICES EVENTS

CAREGIVER SUPPORT 
GROUP

TUESDAYS 1-2PM
3628 STOCKDALE HWY

KINSHIP SUPPORT 
GROUP

TUESDAYS 10-11AM
3628 STOCKDALE HWY

PARENT ED/ TLFR 
SUPPORT GROUP

WEDNESDAYS 1-2PM
3628 STOCKDALE HWY

NORTH BAKERSFIELD 
PARENT SUPPORT 
GROUP

THURSDAYS 1-2PM
2001 NORTH CHESTER 
AVE
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

HWMCGC DELANO 
OPEN HOUSE

CELEBRATING 40 YEARS 
OF SERVICE & THE 
OPENING OF OUR NEW 
FACILITY

APRIL 15TH 2-5PM
1430 6TH AVENUE 
DELANO, CA

GUILD HOUSE 
AFFAIRE 
EXTRAORDINAIRE 
DINNER

SUNDAY APRIL 27TH
FOR MORE INFORMATION 
CALL (661) 325-5478

Delano Shoe Drive
The children of Delano received much more than shoes at this 
year’s event.  In addition to hot chocolate and a visit from Santa, 
they also received new backpacks.



LINKS TO SUCCESS
INNOVATIVE ACADEMIC AND GROUP THERAPY PROGRAMS
On February 18th, the Blanche and Irma 
Weill Foundation presented the Henrietta 
Weill Memorial Child Guidance Clinic 
with a grant for the continued support of 
the Links to Success Program.  Established 
in 2010, Links to Success is dedicated to 
improving the academic performances and 
behavioral outcomes of Kern County youth 
and adolescents. 

Tutor Time
The Tutor Time After-School Program 
is a cornerstone of the Links to Success 
Program. Tutor Time staff and volunteers 
work year-round  with students, caregivers, 
and Clinic staff to improve the academic 
performance of elementary students in 
North Bakersfield. Tutors act as academic 
mentors, guiding students as they develop 
study skills, reinforce appropriate classroom 
behaviors, build confidence, and create 
a positive attitude toward education. 
The program is held in a state of the art 
classroom featuring iPads, iMacs, and an 
Apple TV. The result is an engaging and fun 
learning environment for students. 

Links to Success
The key to a positive and successful 
experience for Child Guidance Clinic 
clients is a well-developed and personalized 

treatment plan that includes clearly defined 
goals. The introduction of a dynamic 
element to a treatment plan can motivate 
clients and expedite treatment. Links to 
Success provides that dynamic element 
by extending treatment beyond the 
traditional clinical setting and matching 
clients to community partners who provide 
unique and engaging activities. Clients 
interact with their therapists and peers 
while participating in activities centered 
on therapeutic goals such as facing fears, 
teamwork, and communication. 

Since 2010, twenty-two community 
partners have provided Child Guidance 
Clinic clients with once-in-a-lifetime 
activities such as rock climbing, Olympic 
fencing, and horseback riding at M.A.R.E. 
Riding Center.

Stories of Success
Each year the program produces incredible 
stories of success. Participants have earned 
their yellow belts in Taekwondo, received 
scholarships from the Starz Theatre, and  
earned honor roll recognition. The personal 
success our clients have achieved through 
participation in the Links to Success 
Program has inspired them to continue 
in treatment and ultimately achieve their 
personal goals.

The Links to Success Program has also 
inspired the community it serves by 
spreading a positive image of our clients, 
their capabilities, and the benefits of mental 
health services. Links to Success has proven 
that when our clients are given the chance 
to succeed, they will.

Links to Success and M.A.R.E. Riding Center
The Child Guidance Clinic and M.A.R.E. Riding Center partnered in 2008 to create the Stable Skills Program. The program’s positive 
impact on clients led to the creation of Links to Success.  Six years later, Stable Skills remains a cornerstone program of Links to Success.



HENRIETTA WEILL MEMORIAL CHILD GUIDANCE CLINIC
3628 STOCKDALE HIGHWAY
BAKERSFIELD, CA 93309

 If you would like to volunteer or donate to the Clinic contact:

Joshua Sullivan
Director of Marketing and Business Development

(661) 322-1021

Upcoming opportunities to donate goods or
 volunteer include:

•Fun in the Sun Back to School Event
•Kinship Support Services
•Tutor Time After-School Program

FEATURED SUPPORTER
THE BLANCHE AND IRMA WEILL FOUNDATION
The Blanche and Irma Weill Foundation has supported the 
work of the Child Guidance Clinic for the past 60 years. The 
Foundation was established in 1954 by  Blanche and Irma 
Weill, who inherited their philanthropic spirit from their 
mother, Henrietta Weill.  In preserving the legacy of the 
Weill sisters, the Foundation under the leadership of Milt 
Younger has funded Clinic services and special projects. 
Since 2008, the Foundation has funded the Links to Success 
Program, which provides tutoring and mentoring services 
for Kern County children.  

In 2008, the Foundation became a donor advised fund of the 
Kern Community Foundation to ensure that it continues 
to comply with the wishes of Blanche and Irma Weill to 
support the Clinic and other selected causes. In February 
2014, the Blanche and Irma Weill Foundation funded the 
extension of the Links to Success Program through June 
30th, 2015, thus bringing their total contributions to the 
Clinic to more than one million dollars.

Visit the new www.hwmcgc.org to learn more about our services


